GERMANS   IN   PARIS

the occupation authorities realised that their reservation
system was unworkable. The reserved compartments
became de-reserved, and Parisians derived much amuse-
ment from their little victory.

On the main-line railways each long-distance train has
a number of carriages reserved for Germans. These are
usually at the front of the train and are heated throughout
the winter. The Nazis took over the management of the
railways originally, but at the end of a few months the
muddle was so great that control was given back to the
French. The boasted organising genius of the Germans
proved bankrupt in this sphere. Now, though the enemy
gives the orders, he contents himself with supervision.

The buses of the S.T.C.R.P. (Societe des Transports en
Commun de la Region Parisienne) are being used for troop
transport. Garages now shelter lorries made at the Renault
works. One in the Rue Charles Lecocq contains three or
four hundred vehicles waiting for fittings or tyres. The
Germans are very short of tyres. At another garage in
the Rue Championnet, the Germans are distilling alcohol
from wine, getting about one pint of alcohol from three
pints of wine. Radio-Paris can always explain that the
shortage of wine is due to lack of labour or a bad
harvest.

In the municipal administration of Paris, orders are
given by the Germans. Officials who displease them are
dismissed and replaced by more accommodating devotees
of collaboration. Germans are installed in all the police
departments. At the Prefecture de Police they have their
own premises on the ground floor of one of the buildings,
to which access is not allowed.

Every morning, German officers inspect both main and
local police-stations. At a gymnasium in the 15$ arron-
dissement they teach police-officers to salute and to direct
traffic by automatic signs. The police have to salute all
German officers.

At the beginning of the occupation, the Germans had
the air-raid sirens sounded frequently, particularly at
night, to make believe that a British raid was taking place.
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